
“Moor Allerton, situated in a hilly district 4 miles north from Leeds, is 
an ecclesiastical parish formed in 1854 from parts of the parishes of 
Harewood, Leeds and Thorner, consisting of the townships of Alwoodley 
and Wigton, with parts of the townships of Shadwell and Chapel-Allerton, 
in the northern municipal ward.” 
—Kelly’s Directory of Leeds. (1886).
In Spring Term 2022, Allerton CE Primary School embarked on a new project to map 
the history and heritage of Moor Allerton. Children from Years Three, Four and Five 
worked with local artists Emma Baim and Matthew Bellwood, to find out more about 
the local area.

As part of their explorations, the children visited the Local and Family History Library 
and Leeds Discovery Centre; went on a walk to the Seven Arches Viaduct; attended 
a workshop at Moor Allerton Library; built a “junk model map” of the area; visited 
St John’s Church and worked with Community Historian Nigel Grizzard to learn 
about Moor Allerton’s Jewish History. They also interviewed other residents of Moor 
Allerton, in collaboration with MAECare, to find out about people’s memories of 
living here in times past. 

Once their explorations were completed, they worked with some M.A. Graphic 
Design students at Leeds Beckett University, to create this series of illustrated panels, 
which aim to tell the story of the area in words and pictures.

The panels include stories and information that we discovered during the project; 
some photos of the area from the Leodis website, run by Leeds City Council; some 
words from local residents, who took part in the project, and some pictures and 
drawings created by the children.

The project was enabled by funding from the National Lottery Heritage Fund. 

“What I like about Moor Allerton is how fun, unique and amazing it is 
with the woods, school and people. It may look small on a map, but it’s 
really big on the inside.” 
—Year Five Pupil, Allerton CE Primary School.

Lead Artists: Emma Baim and Matthew Bellwood

Graphic Design: Rina Kulemeka, Russ Thompson, Lucy McDonald

Project Evaluation: Peter Spafford

With thanks to: Leeds Library and Information Service, Leeds Discovery Centre, 
Staff and students at Leeds Beckett University, MAECare and community 
volunteers, Nigel Grizzard, Rev. Sharon Kaye, Space 2, The Thoresby Society, West 
Yorkshire Archive Service and www.365leedsstories.org

Poems and drawings by 3HL, 4SH, 5SW

Special thanks to Hannah Lucas, Sophie Housam, Stephanie Wright, Joy Johnston, 
Emma Stewart and all the support staff at Allerton C.E. Primary School, who made 
the project possible.

From Moortown

to Alwoodley

“I was born in Alwoodley and have always called this part of the city my 
home. I have amazing memories of going on long bike rides all around 
Alwoodley and the surrounding countryside, of getting lost in Adel woods 
and meeting friends on “The Rec”.
Becoming a Leeds City Councillor in the place I’ve grown up gives me a 
unique ability to ensure the best parts of Alwoodley are preserved and 
enhanced for future generations but that we can also ensure we look 
continually to improve what we offer all those who live here, both in the 
ward and in Leeds as a whole.
What makes Alwoodley so special, are the hundreds of local residents, 
right across the ward, who give so much time and energy to the myriad 
local community groups that serve so many within our community, faith 
groups, community hubs, tenants’ associations, In Bloom groups, Guiding 
and Scouting Associations, Friends of Groups, sports clubs, community 
associations, Parish Councils … the list goes on and on. Being able to help 
them, even in a small way, is a privilege for it is they that make us 
what we are.
My hope for the future is to see evermore of these community led 
groups, they bring and energy, drive and passion that is both inspirational 
and transformational.”
—Cllr Dan Cohen Leeds City Councillor for Alwoodley Shadow Lead for Leisure, 
Culture & Skills Group Chief Whip

“It’s hard to look back and remember what you thought of the future. 
I think we probably had less expectation and less imagination than you 
do, we …. had much more sheltered lives. We didn’t go abroad, we didn’t 
know people from many different cultures, so I don’t think we saw the 
future that much. We had science fiction, we had comics and things like 
that, so we all thought we’d have jet packs, we all thought we’d be flying 
round in hovercars and jetpacks. That’s the most disappointing thing. I 
know you’ve got mobile phones but I would have liked a jetpack. I was 
expecting a jetpack and a flying car!” 
—Mick

“If I could give my younger self some advice — I mean, I’m not that 
much older than you are now — but I’d probably tell myself not to worry 
too much about the future. To try not to get stressed or panic about 
what’s around the corner. Because we never know what the future holds. 
I’d tell myself to make sure I paused and looked around at the present. 
Live in the moment, enjoy life and appreciate all the good stuff that’s 
happening now.” 
—Amy (sixth former, Allerton High School)

On our walk to the woods, the sky was grey,
But the world was full of colour that day…

The road ahead was full of green:
A Pringles packet, soaked and crumpled in the rain
The holly that prickled as we walked past it
Graffiti, with colourful patterns all around it
A car that shone like an emerald
The moss suffocating a brick wall
The pharmacy cross, shining bright in the dull grey light

The road ahead was full of earthy tones:
Crinkly dried bracken beside the worn-out path
The gleaming sun hanging at its highest
Elegant birds, flying in the sky—Red Kites!
Dried out petals fallen on the floor
An abandoned bird’s nest high in the tree
The snapping twigs underneath our feet

The road ahead was full of yellow:
Bright yellow buttercups swaying in the breeze
A sparkling, yellow football bouncing through the grass
The fungus clinging to the edge of the trees
The yellow and black caution sign, warning us of danger
The bright bus light, blinking in the glistening sun
Daffodils, the harbingers of spring

The road ahead was full of blue:
The broken wooden fence with tall, sharp edges
Messy spray-paint images on the old stone arches
The heavy blue coat, soaking with raindrops
A woolly hat, fashionable and wet
A soggy damp collar on a muddy brown dog
A sapphire-blue car, speeding down the road

The road ahead was full of red:
The crowded, scarlet bus stop, flooded with people
The blood-red jumpers, forming a line through the trees
The blooming flowers, waving in the wind
The vibrant sign, strong against the winter breeze
The glowing, shining berries sat upon the bushes
The rustling red leaves, crunching on the forest floor

On our walk to the woods, the sky was grey,
But the world was full of colour that day…Moor Allerton in Colour

By Year Five     

In Adel Woods, the sun shone high
And made our senses feel alive.

In Adel Woods, the sun shone high
And made our senses feel alive
Things to see, smell, feel and hear
Seemed to suddenly appear

Our eyes were met by many sights:
Daffodils as yellow as corn
Smooth, silver bark as shiny as marble
Green leaves being munched by caterpillars 
Shimmering water rushing ahead
Bird seed scattered upon the rocks
The emerald mill pond, glimmering in the sunlight

Our ears were met by many sounds:
The piercing wind hit our ears
Rushing water splashed like tears
Footsteps behind left a dirty trail
Songbirds sang a lovely tale
Woodpeckers pecked the tallest trees
Dead leaves crunched like teacher’s knees

Our bodies felt the world around:
The wind on our cheeks tingled and stung
The frosty grass crunched underfoot
The branches spiked like pins and needles
Crispy leaves were scattered like cornflakes
The smooth rocks felt slimy and weird
Our fingers burned against the cold

Our nostrils filled with many scents:
The petrol fumes wafting down King Lane
The ancient mossy stink of the old moist rock
The stale stench of the expired beer bottle
The damp, soggy scent of a waterlogged dog
The fragrance of daffodils—a faint smell of spring
The welcoming whiff of delicious school dinners

Our hearts were flooded with emotions. We were:
Joyful in the freezing air
Curious, like explorers before us
Amazed, as the rocks got bigger and bigger
Calm, because the birds were singing
Anxious ‘cos our toes were tingling
Free and wild in the woods

Senses in Moor Allerton

By Year Three     

“Another military way, which crosses 
Elmet, ran from the main street 
crossing from Deva (Chester) by 
way of Olicana (Ilkley), over the 
Blubberhouse Moor to Isurium. 
Deviating from the above road, the 
one under our present consideration 
ran east, from Ilkley, along the high 
ridge above the Wharfe, over Guiseley 
Moor, Carlton, and Bramhope, past 
Cookridge, to the Roman camp at 
Adel, which is still traceable. From 
hence, the line of road continues 
along the ridge of high lands of 
Alwoodley, crossing the Leeds and 
Harrogate highway, thence over 
Brandon and Blackmoor, where many 
relics appertaining to this way have 
been turned up of late years; also 
the debris and remains of furnaces 
used for smelting purposes.”
—Round About Leeds and the Old Villages 
of Elmet. Edmund Bogg. (1904).
It is thought that the line of the Roman 
road, mentioned by Edmund Bogg, crossed 
King Lane near Headingley Golf Course. 
Part of the route, running along the line 
of the present-day Lakeland Crescent, was 
excavated in 1994.

Roman Road
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“Prior to 1939 the land to the west of St John’s extending 
to Adel Beck was both woodland and farmland. There was 
a Fir Tree Farm between the Church and Alwoodley Lane—
on Fir Tree Lane (the farm had unique round out-buildings 
with two prominent millstones outside its gates); near Adel 
Beck stood Bywater Farm and both facilities were being 
worked until late 1945. In 1946 the Church was informed 
that Leeds City Council intended to build a new substantial 
housing estate on the above area to alleviate the critical 
demand for housing.”
—The Church of St John the Evangelist 1853-2003 — A History. Bill 
Scott. (2003).

Fir Tree Housing Estate 2

“When I moved up to Allerton, which was in 1961, there 
was really not a lot here. It was a lot more green and 
open, and my house that we were moving into was built 
on a new estate in the Primley Parks and they didn’t even 
have a proper road. For three years there was no road 
there, the houses were built but there was no road, it 
was just mud and it was awful! The primary school that 
I went to, which was Cowper Street Primary School, it was 
like – if you think of when you watch programmes like 
Coronation Street where all the houses are in terraces 
and they don’t have gardens, they just have a tiny back 
yard or front yard, those were the houses that I grew 
up in and the school didn’t have any grass, they just had a 
playground, with toilets on the outside at the bottom of 
the playground, so it was very, very different. It was like 
moving into the country when we moved up to Alwoodley.” 
—Judy

“The new ‘Moortown estate’, of which the Primley Parks, the 
Black Moors and the Tynwalds were a part, was built by 
the Council in the 1950s as part of its idealistic project to 
move parts of the population living in the inner-city slums 
to new, healthy, well-equipped houses, all with gardens, in 
the fresh air of the countryside, with additional facilities 
(shops, schools, churches) and new transport connections.”
—Steven

Primley Park Housing Estate

“… the building of the Outer Ring Road in 1924 saw the 
taking of a section of the graveyard to the south of 
St John’s. As motor traffic increased following the war 
years a further section was compulsory purchased by the 
Ministry of Transport in 1969 to transform the Ring Road 
into a dual carriageway (it was recorded that the then 
single carriageway was overloaded with some 13,000 vehicles 
daily using it (it’s now five times that amount). The areas 
taken, strangely enough, are still consecrated ground.” 
—The Church of St John the Evangelist 1853-2003 – A History. Bill 
Scott. (2003).

The Ring Road

Undated. Image shows on the left King Lane 
leading down to the outer ring road. Over the 
roundabout can be seen on the left the site that 
will be used for the construction of the Moor 
Allerton shopping centre and library. Visible in the 
distance is St Stephen’s Church. On the right in the 
foreground is Queenshill Drive. 
—LEODIS.NET 
Image © West Yorkshire Archive Service.

Cranmer Bank

“I remember the shops on Cranmer Bank. The first one 
was the fish and chip shop and next to that was the 
Co-Op, which had two shops eventually. Then there was 
Eisenberg’s, which was a draper’s. That’s a shop that sells 
stockings, and sheets and things like that and clothing. 
One of them sold tiny toy cars. They were two and six, 
so seven pence, and that’s what I spent my pocket money 
on in those days. There was a greengrocer’s – that was 
at the end. There was a DIY shop selling tools and things 
like that. There was a barber’s called Rose’s ... I’ll just tell 
you a little story about Mr Rose … You would sit there 
getting your hair cut – this was for boys – and he had the 
scissors in his hand and if you turned your head to talk to 
someone, he would hit you round the head with the handle 
of the scissors. So, you had to sit straight up when you 
were getting your hair cut and your mates would see you 
in the window and they’d all be making faces to make you 
turn around …” 
—Mick
“The fish and chip shop was the only take away that we 
had. It was a shilling for fish and chips. Eight pence for 
fish and four pence for chips.” 
—MAECare Volunteer

Cranmer Bank 2022. 
Image © Matthew Bellwood

Opened in 1923, Moor Allerton was one of several golf clubs in 
the local area. Already in existence were Headingley, Alwoodley 
and Moortown Golf Clubs, opened in in 1892, 1907 and 1909 
respectively. They were joined by Sand Moor Golf Club, in 1926.

Moor Allerton was significant in that it was set up by a group of 
Jewish businessmen, who found themselves excluded from other 
clubs in the area. The club was the first Jewish-owned golf club in the 
world. In spite of their ill-treatment at other courses, the founders 
ensured that the ethos of the club was inclusive and it was open to 
all, regardless of religion.

“I was a member of a golf club for maybe thirty years. 
It was called Moor Allerton Golf Club and that was on 
Nursery Lane … Moor Allerton was a Jewish golf club 
because Jewish people were not allowed to join clubs that 
weren’t. And … there were also quotas put on people allowed 
to go to college and university. All that’s passed away, it’s 
all gone now.” 
—Michael
The course was designed by Dr Alistair Mackenzie, who was resident 
in Moortown at the time. His house, now a social club, is still in 
existence, at the junction of Harrogate Road and Lidgett Lane. The 
continued importance of golfing in the area is recognised in the 
naming of several of the housing estates. Birkdale, Sunningdale, 
Turnberry and Wentworth are names of well-known courses in other 
parts of the country.

“A major change occurred in the 1960’s when after careful 
consideration and investigation, the Club decided to sell 
the Nursery Lane course for residential development and 
relocate to a 120 acre site, Blackmoor Farm at Wike. By an 
amazing coincidence from one “Black Moor”/ farmland site 
to another! By this time the Club’s membership had soared 
and pressure was particularly intense at weekends. The 
public footpaths across the course often caused long delays 
at some of the trees which added to the pressure and 
frustration.” 
—Alwoodley, Leeds: The History of a Twentieth Century Suburb. 
Graham Branston. (2004).
The land which the golf club formerly occupied has been developed 
for housing and is also the site of Brodetsky Primary School. The 
former clubhouse was sold to a brewery and became The Allerton on 
Nursery Lane. The building is currently a restaurant.

Moor Allerton Golf Club

3rd February 1936. Situated at the corner of 
the Avenue, Carrie’s Cafe, run by Catherine Mills. 
Detached brick building with a veranda on the front, 
with a garden. Bay windows on the right, all the 
windows have panels of stained glass. It was also 
a grocer’s shop. To the left, view looking towards 
Alwoodley Plantation. 
—LEODIS.NET 
Image © Leeds Library & Information Service

Carrie’s Café

Etz Chaim Synagogue was opened in 1981 by Chief Rabbi Jacobovits. 
It was the first synagogue in Leeds to be opened north of the Ring 
Road. The name is Hebrew for Tree of Life.

Etz Chaim

According to Leeds City Council’s booklet on the Meanwood 
Valley Trail, published in conjunction with the Meanwood Valley 
Partnership, “Adjoining Adel Moor is the Buckstone Fields, an area 
of dry acid grassland that gets its name from when roe deer roamed 
freely in the area and the dominant male used the Buckstone (a rock) 
to survey the surrounding area.” The current estate occupies land 
that was formerly part of Buck Stone Farm, one of the many farms 
that existed in Alwoodley, prior to the twentieth century.

Buckstone Estate

Moortown Social Club was opened in July 1964. The members all 
paid a shilling for membership - enough to pay for one brick in the 
new building. It was opened by Ronnie Hilton, a singer and radio 
presenter who had nine top twenty hits between 1954 and 1957. 
The snooker player Paul Hunter, a three times masters champion, 
was a local and came to the club as a child. The membership fee is 
currently £10 a year.

“We’re always looking for new members. We’re a really 
friendly place, but we don’t stand any nonsense! We do a 
rock and roll night on a Wednesday and on Sunday we have 
bingo and an artist on.” 
—Julie, Bar Manager.

Moortown Social Club

Moortown Social Club. 
Image © Matthew Bellwood
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12 “The church of St John the Evangelist, erected in 1852, 
and consecrated Dec. 13, 1853, is an edifice in the Early 
English style, consisting of chancel, nave, transepts, vestry 
on the north side of the chancel, and a western tower 
with broach spire, relieved by spire lights and containing a 
clock and a peal of bells: the lower stage of the tower 
forms a south porch, and on the north side is a circular 
stair turret…”
—Kelly’s Directory of Leeds. (1897).
In 1854, the then vicar, Revd William Dawson baptised twenty-three 
people and buried five. Those departing Moor Allerton for ever 
were Robert Brown, aged 65 years, Emily Wright, aged 5 weeks, 
Mary Page, aged 57 years, Walter Marsh, aged 7 months and 
Mary Buck aged 3 years. Walter Marsh was one of those who had 
recently been baptised.

St John’s is the oldest church in Moor Allerton. The current vicar is the 
Revd Sharon Kaye.

St John’s Church 13

“Set up in 1995 as a charity, Moor Allerton Elderly Care 
(aka MAECare) plays a significant and vital role in 
supporting older people to live independent and fulfilling 
lives. We are one of 37 Neighbourhood Networks and work 
across most of LS17 and a small part of LS8 (Alwoodley, 
Moortown and Shadwell), providing a wide range of 
services and activities for people aged 60 and over. 
Activities range from a book club to Walking Football, aimed 
at reducing social isolation and supporting older people to 
remain healthy and to contribute to community life. We 
also provide one to one support, including information and 
advice such as support to claim benefits, and companionship 
through befriending for older people unable to get out.
Some of our services are targeted at people living with 
dementia such as our Sporting Memories group; but it’s 
also important to us to ensure older people have the skills 
for everyday living and digital inclusion is also another 
service we provide.
We are based on Cranmer Bank but our activities take 
place across the area and we are supported by up to 50 
volunteers who enable our reach to extend.” 
-Julia Edmunds, MAECare.

MAECare 29

“Moor-Allerton is situated upon Black-Moor, so called from 
its black and mountainous appearance. The borough of Leeds 
terminates here. Upon Black-Moore are two stones, known 
by the name of Meer-stones, inscribed J.C. for Sir John 
Cutler, of Harewood, who died about 1693.”
—Baines’ Directory of Leeds. (1817).

Black Moor Housing Estate 22“The Tynwald is the name of the Parliament on the Isle of 
Man. It comes from an Old Norse word meaning meeting 
place. Why the estate is named that, I can’t say. I have 
a friend on the Isle of Man, but he didn’t know of any 
connection to Leeds or Moor Allerton!”
—Nigel
“I can remember the houses here on the Tynwalds. I can 
remember an aunt of mine moving from Harehills into the 
new house on the Tynwalds, and….we thought it was miles 
and miles away and very much in the countryside and 
Allerton High School...their school song was about “the school 
on the hill”, surrounded by countryside, so I don’t know 
whether it is different than we expected but it’s not 
changed a lot since the Tynwalds and the Cranmer Bank 
were built, that all looks just the same.”
—MAECare Volunteer

Tynwald Housing Estate 18

First opened in 1982, the Moor Allerton Centre is a hub for 
local shoppers. It is home to several national retailers, including 
Argos, Habitat, Homebase, Wex, Laura Ashley, Costa, Subway and 
Sainsbury’s, which also attract customers from further afield. Much 
of the centre was rebuilt and remodeled in the 1990s. The Sainbury’s 
building currently covers an area of 77,000 sq ft!

“When I was at Primary school, we had a debate as to 
whether a big supermarket should be built on the fields by 
the Cranmer Banks and the Ring Road. I remember hearing 
another child share that her mum hoped to get a job at 
this supermarket. The class was divided. The local council 
said yes and as a result Sainsbury’s, Homebase, and Moor 
Allerton Library as well as the Penny Fun was built…” 
-Joy

Moor Allerton Centre 5

The church of St Paul the Apostle was dedicated in August 1953 
by Bishop John Heenan. The school opened four years later, in 
September 1956, as a mixed-sex primary school, for children living 
in the parish of St John Mary Vianney, which includes the church of 
St Paul the Apostle and the Immaculate Heart of Mary on Harrogate 
Road. A second church opened next to the first one in September 
1996, to serve the growing congregation. It was dedicated by the Revd 
David Konstant.

“I went to St Paul’s which is just up the road from here. 
The one thing I remember ... is that there were always 
about forty-five children in our classes at the time. I 
think nowadays, there’s only about thirty children in a class. 
It was quite a new school, so we had big playgrounds, very 
long playtimes I seem to remember, and we didn’t finish 
school until 4:00P.M. We always wore a shirt and tie, we 
didn’t wear polo shirts, but we had a royal blue cardigan, I 
remember that.” 
—Theresa

St Paul’s Church & 
R.C. Primary School 28

“The original school was based in former army huts that 
were located on what is today the Allerton High site. 
A fire destroyed one of the buildings. This placed huge 
pressure on the L.E.A. to complete the new school. There 
were temporary classrooms built on the Alwoodley site off 
Deanswood Drive before the completion of the new building.” 
—Steven
The current school opened in 1952. It was built on the site of 
the former Boundary Farm. The farm was named for the old city 
boundary which originally ran just north of the farm site. 

“I’ve lived round here for eighty-six years, and I still live in 
the same house that I was born in!…When I was your age, 
I went to Alwoodley Primary School and then, there were 
no houses, there was no Moortown Estate and Alwoodley 
School was just two wooden huts with no central heating 
and just two gas fires up above, so it was freezing in 
winter…The school wasn’t where it is now. It was opposite, 
at the bottom of Nursery Lane and King Lane where the 
bus stop is. And then it was burnt down. I don’t know why, 
but I didn’t do it! So, then we moved into the gym at 
Allerton High School for a while.”
—Anne-Marie
“Where Allerton High is, Alwoodley School had an annexe that 
was across King Lane. It was two huts. It was the second 
year of Primary School and the toilets were outside there—
the toilet blocks…you had to come out of the classroom, 
walk outside and go to the toilet.”
—MAECare Volunteer
“Alwoodley School uniform was grey and purple. A pinafore 
dress, the girls had and the boys had shorts. But I was 
one of six children and we couldn’t afford ties. So, I had a 
white shirt and I had a pinafore dress but I didn’t have 
a tie.” 
—MAECare Volunteer

Alwoodley Primary 20

Mrs Verity’s tearoom occupied the site of a former flax mill. Built 
by Miles Potter in 1839, the mill was powered by water from a 
nearby pond.

Following its closure, the mill was taken over and converted into a 
tearoom—or “set-pot café”—by Mrs Francis Verity. Mrs Verity lived 
in Mill Fall Cottage and ran the business from there from 1901 until 
1953, when her failing health led to her admittance into hospital. 
Following her departure, the café continued trading, but its fortunes 
soon waned. The tearoom closed and the buildings fell into disrepair. 
It was knocked down in the late 1950s, the only part remaining being 
the shell of the toilet block.  

“Once Frances Verity died, no one lived on site. The café 
kept being broken into by boys from Adel Reformatory 
looking for cigarettes! It became unviable as the visitor 
numbers started to dwindle. As car ownership increased 
people started to travel to the coast and The Dales.” 
—Steven
On the path near the tearoom was a small water fountain—known 
as the “slabbering”, “slavering” or “babbling” baby. It was a popular 
and well-known feature providing visitors with fresh water, which 
gushed from the mouth of a carved stone baby’s head.

In 2017, the well was refurbished. It was provided with a new stone 
bowl and the baby’s head was reset in a low stone wall.

“There used to be a café in the woods…My grandma 
lived in Meanwood, so as an afternoon out, we would walk 
through Meanwood Park. You walked through the woods 
to past where Seven Arches is and there was a tea-room 
where, you didn’t just get a cup of tea…you got it on a 
tray and there used to be a jug of tea and some cups…and 
then you carried your tray and found somewhere to sit in 
the field. I can remember a lady who I knew really well 
when I came to live in Alwoodley, who worked in that tea 
shop. It was still “Mrs Verity’s” and the lady who worked in 
the tea shop was called Mrs Atha.”
—Pauline

Babbling Baby Well 19

Originally opened in 1976 as Archbishop Cranmer, a mixed middle 
school, it became a mixed primary school in 1992. The school 
closed in August 2007 and reopened under its current name the same 
year. Perhaps the school’s most famous ex-pupil is Micah Richards, 
a footballer and sports pundit. Micah won 13 caps for England 
between 2006 and 2012.

Allerton CE Primary School 16

This site was first opened in 1973 and was originally part of the 
Moor Allerton Golf Club course. 

“The land was sold to Leeds City Council, but Mr George 
Lyttleton negotiated the reservation of 8½ acres for 
a campus for three Jewish day schools. A nursery and 
The Morris Silman Middle School were also on the site, the 
latter closing when middle schools were taken out of use 
in 1992 as part of the reorganisation of Leeds schools. 
Brodetsky caters for the significant number of children 
of the Jewish faith living in north Leeds. The school was 
originally founded in 1956 and located in Moortown. It 
is named after Selig Brodetsky who came from London 
… He was an eminent academic, becoming Professor of 
Mathematics at The University of Leeds and President 
of the Board of Deputies of the U.K. He was a leading 
member of the Jewish community in Leeds.” 
—Alwoodley, Leeds: The History of a Twentieth Century Suburb. 
Graham Branston. (2004).
In 2014, the site’s new identity was unveiled as the Henry Cohen 
Campus, housing the new premises for The Zone Youth Centre as 
well at the Leeds Jewish Free School, the first Jewish High School 
in Leeds. Brodetsky Primary School and Deborah Taylor Nursery 
remain on this site, making it a campus for children of all ages.

The Henry Cohen Campus 
incorporating Brodetsky 
Primary School, The Zone 
and Leeds Jewish Free School 24

“Many ramblers would take the tram to Moortown, walk 
across to Eccup, go round the reservoir, call for tea at the 
cafes located just off King Lane, before heading back to 
the terminus for the ride home. Some decided that they 
would like a more permanent “holiday home” in the district 
and a shanty town of old railway carriages, former gipsy 
caravans, wooden huts and purpose built chalets began to 
appear, particularly on land just to the east of King Lane 
near the junction with The Avenue.”
—An Illustrated History of Alwoodley. Steven Burt. (2005).

Site of Former Holiday Shacks 17

“In March 1973 the Leeds Jewish Day Centre otherwise 
known as The Queenshill Day Centre, which is now housed 
in the Marjorie and Arnold Ziff Community Centre was 
opened. Three hundred people poured through the doors 
and up to five hundred did so in many weeks following. 
Membership rose to 500 plus and the centre acted primarily 
as a place for socialising with skill tuition and leisure 
activities covering a wide variety of themes. The day 
centre concept was designed to make life for the elderly 
less lonely and the opening of the new facility did much to 
uphold that, with people seeing members of the community 
they had not seen for literally decades. These values 
and clients are a foundation of the current Hub at The 
Marjorie and Arnold Ziff Community Centre.”
—www.ljwb.co.uk
The Centre was opened in 2005 and offers a modern and welcoming 
environment for everybody of any age and background.

“I arrived in Leeds in February 1976—I’d bought a 
refurbished maisonette just off Alwoodley Lane and 
it was the start of a new life. My move North from 
London was to start a new job in Bradford working 
for the Council’s Chief Executive. I knew Bradford was 
interesting but Jewish life was in adjacent Leeds so that’s 
where I made my home.
Leeds Jewry in the 1970s overwhelmingly lived in Moortown 
and Alwoodley, but the synagogues were in Moortown, 
Chapeltown and the City Centre in Belgrave Street and 
the Jewish Shops were in Moortown and Chapeltown.
Although the Jewish community had moved north the 
institutions and the shops were further south. It was 
only after the riots of 1981 that the Jewish shops in 
Chapeltown and the communal institutions moved to the 
northern suburbs.”
—Nigel
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Lingfield Centre

The Lingfield Centre opened in 2016 in a building that used to be 
The Lingfield pub. The centre was developed by the charity UK 
Islamic Mission (UKIM) as a centre for the whole community. 
Facilities include a gym, a library, an IT suite and a prayer room. The 
centre hosts various public events throughout the year.

“It used to be a pub called The Lingfield. There were two 
owls on either side of the front entrance. They were 
massive things! They were put up by mistake. They should 
have gone up on The Wise Owl pub at Cookridge! Anyway, 
when they shut the pub, the owls disappeared. I don’t know 
who’s got them now.”
—Geoff
Celebrity chef Marco Pierre White grew up not far from the centre at 
no. 22 Lingfield Mount.

7

Image © Leeds Library & Information Services 

This little shop—a precursor to today’s massive Sainsbury’s—was 
located on the side of the road on what is now Nursery Grove.

Progress Stores 14

“Allerton High School, off King Lane, with access 
road to entrance.”
—LEODIS.NET 
Image © Leeds Library & Information Services

Allerton High school was originally a day school, opened in 1901 
in Chapel Allerton. The first headmistress was Miss Scotson Clark, 
and the first cohort of pupils numbered fifteen in total. Over the 
following three decades, the school roll grew until, by the 1930s, 
it was clear that more space was needed to accommodate the 
expanding population. A new school building was designed and 
built on the current site at the junction of King Lane and Nursery 
Lane. It opened its doors in March 1939. The school was opened 
by H.R.H. the Princess Royal. Princess Mary was also the Countess 
of Harewood, so hadn’t far to travel for the ceremony. 

“The commanding position of this new school almost on 
the fringe of Adel Moor was chosen to capture the 
maximum of sunshine and fresh air, the full-length 
windows offering views of open country from Moortown 
to Cookridge and many miles beyond. From the flat roof 
top, five Yorkshire dales can be identified on a clear day. 
In short it is a modern building without eccentricity and 
without fuss.” 
—Reprinted in The Story of Allerton. Norah J. Henderson. (1961).
Initially known as Allerton High School for Girls, the school 
became a mixed comprehensive in 1972. The school complex was 
redesigned and rebuilt in 2008. The new buildings were opened 
by the then Prime Minister, Gordon Brown.

“The uniform at Allerton High School, when I went, you 
had to wear a pinafore dress till you were in the Fourth 
Year and then when you were in the Fourth Year, you 
wore a half skirt, but it was all green. Girls couldn’t 
wear trousers and it was an all-girls school, so nobody 
wore trousers and you had to wear a white long-sleeved 
shirt in the winter with a tie and the tie was green. 
And then if you stayed at school until the sixth form, 
you then had a green and pink striped tie and still the 
half skirt and instead of wearing the school cardigan 
you then were allowed to wear any green jumper of your 
choice. And in summer, until the Sixth Form, the girls 
had to wear a candy-striped dress—that was a summer 
dress with stripes and the only thing you could choose 
was you could either have blue, yellow or pink, I think. 
You could choose what colour you wanted but you had 
to wear the dress. In the Sixth Form…you could wear 
whatever you wanted in the summer, but it had to be 
something suitable.” 
—Judy

Allerton High School 12

“4th December 1936. Plan of Allerton High School. A 
roundabout was shown on the plan, but never built.” 
—LEODIS.NET 
Image © Leeds Library & Information Services

“Borrowers browse the shelves and bookstands of 
the newly opened Moor Allerton Branch Library.”
—LEODIS.NET 
Image © Leeds Library & Information Services 

“At the bottom of King Lane and part of Moor Allerton 
District Centre is Moor Allerton Library which opened 
on 5th October 1982. Tragically this popular facility was 
devastated by fire on 25th November 1988 but reopened 
on 2nd February 1989. It provides a friendly, helpful service 
currently seven days a week.”
—Alwoodley, Leeds: The History of a Twentieth Century Suburb. 
Graham Branston. (2004).
“I love libraries and believe in everything that they offer. 
The fact that they are free and accessible to everyone. 
My tasks as a librarian are quite varied from managing 
and sorting books to delivering digital support sessions to 
running readers groups. But my favourite part of my job 
is talking to children about the library and the importance 
of books and reading. Libraries are safe spaces and it’s 
lovely to see many children choosing books and then just 
finding somewhere to sit and read quietly. Being involved 
with the project showed how all of this comes together. 
Children being excited about books and hopefully turning 
them into lifelong readers.”
—Maddie 
“When I was little there was no library round here, so 
our only library was a mobile library. They still have mobile 
libraries in Leeds. It used to come on a Saturday morning 
and it used to park on Cranmer Bank and I loved it! I 
used to go down every week and spend a bit of time in 
the library looking at different things and take my three 
books home and read them during the week and then bring 
them back next week, so the mobile library was a great 
thing for me, it was where I got my education in a way.”
—Mick
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“View of a crag on Adel Moor, near Scotland 
Mill Wood. This feature was originally known as 
Alwoodley Crags and was located on the periphery of 
the land worked from Crag Farm. It later became 
commonly known as Adel Crags. It is actually in 
Alwoodley!” 
—Steven Burt
Image © Leeds Parks and Countryside

Hidden in the woods, on the base of a rock, is a carved human 
figure. First discovered by a local dog walker, it has since been 
identified as a depiction of Cocidius—a Romano British deity. 
It is believed to have been made in the early part of the first 
millennium C.E. and is therefore nearly two thousand years old. 
Cocidius is a sylvan god, associated with woods and forests. He has 
also been equated with the Roman Mars, the god of war.

“The figure is approximately 40cm high with a sub-circular 
head, almost square body and disproportionately long arms 
and legs. The legs are not clearly defined, and the right 
side of the figure is either more eroded or was carved 
less deeply than the left. The facial features of the 
figure are barely discernible, but the eyes are set close 
together and positioned high on the face above a long 
nose. These types of features are typical of the Celtic 
portrayal of the human figure. Two concentric circles 
extending from the left hand are understood to be a 
shield, and carved linear forms extending from the right 
hand are interpreted as a spear or sword.
It is unclear why this carving is located here as there 
are no contemporary monuments or features in 
the immediate area, although the Roman fort and 
settlement at Adel lies only 1km to the north-west. 
Comparable examples elsewhere in the country (which 
are few in number) have been interpreted as shrines 
or burial markers, but in this case there is no indication 
where any burial may have lain.”
—www.historicengland.org.uk

Alwoodley Plantation 10

“11th March 1946. View of Nursery Lane, showing no. 
60 on the end with a greenhouse in the garden. This 
appears to be the oldest house on the lane, having 
been there at the time of the first OS maps in 
the 1850s, and still in existence today (2021). A gas 
streetlamp and a car can be seen on the unmade 
road. Houses on the left edge of the image are on 
Primley Park Road.” 
—LEODIS.NET 
Image © Leeds Library & Information Services 

“Black Moor with its sand and peat was an ideal place to 
set up a nursery. The 1851 census lists William Rider, 45, of 
Brixton, Devon, as the proprietor of Heath Nursery. On 11 
May 1876 George Lane Fox leased Heath Nursery to Richard 
Humble, oil merchant, and the solicitor John Rawlinson Ford 
for a period of seven years at an annual rent of £60. By 
this time the nursery covered an area of 13 acres and 18 
perches and included houses, cottages, outbuildings, nursery 
buildings and sand.”
—An Illustrated History of Alwoodley. Steven Burt. (2005).

Nursery Lane 27

“Undated View of Woodside Cottage at Heath 
Nurseries situated off Nursery Lane adjacent to 
Moor Allerton golf course. This is a single storey 
dwelling with a wooden porch and a stone-built 
extension to the right. The owner of the cottage 
and the nurseries was F. E. Green & Son Ltd, at the 
time of the photograph.” 
—LEODIS.NET 
Image © West Yorkshire Archive Service

Seven Arches Aqueduct 
Image © Leeds Parks and Countryside

Built in 1841-42, Seven Arches aqueduct was a major feat of civil 
engineering, supplying water from Eccup reservoir to the crowded 
town centre. This was at a time when the town’s inhabitants relied 
on water from the polluted River Aire for washing and drinking. 
Cholera and typhoid were rife, and a clean supply of fresh water 
was desperately needed. The water was transported to the Seven 
Arches via the Blackmoor Tunnel which ran underground from the 
reservoir. By the time the supply reached the Headingley treatment 
works, it had travelled a distance of around six miles. The aqueduct 
became a popular destination for picnics and outings—however its 
actual working life was fairly brief. The demand for fresh water kept 
on growing and the system quickly became unable to cope. The 
aqueduct ceased to carry water in 1866 and was replaced by a cast-
iron water main. It was in operation for a total of 24 years.

“On a Sunday, there was often a walk with family 
friends through Adel Woods, across the rugby and cricket 
fields past the pond and the Babbling Baby and up to East 
Moor Farm, down to the viaduct that crossed the stream 
and then back up the hill to the ‘big rock’, just up from 
the viaduct, before heading back home for the ‘stretch or 
starve tea’—always with freshly made scones, butter and 
jam. As an adult I do smile as the rock is no longer ‘big’.”
—Joy 
“My son, he’s fifty-five, so when he was your age, old 
enough to go in the woods on his bike, the rite of 
passage—that means something you do when you want to 
be grown up—the rite of passage was to ride their bikes 
across Seven Arches.”
—Pauline

Seven Arches Aquaduct 15

Leafield House 2022
Image © Matthew Bellwood

Built as a private dwelling in the 1870s, this Victorian building 
was originally known as Albert House. In the 1920s it became the 
home of William Powell Bowman. Bowman was the proprietor of 
Goodall, Backhouse and Co, who manufactured the “celebrated” 
Yorkshire Relish. The relish was a thin, fruity sauce made of garlic, soy 
sauce, shallots, vinegar and 27 “Eastern spices” . At the height of its 
popularity, it was the best-selling sauce in the world, selling around 
13 million bottles a year in the early 20th century. In 1935, a thicker 
version, similar to HP Sauce, was introduced as well. Sadly, the sauce’s 
sales declined. The thin version was discontinued in the 1990s and 
the thicker version in the early 2000s. Although Yorkshire Relish is 
no longer available in the UK, it is still produced under licence in the 
Republic of Ireland. Bowman died in 1955.

In the early 1950s, the house was purchased by the Leeds 
Corporation Health Committee and used as a maternity and child 
welfare clinic. Clinical services were moved to a more modern site 
in 2012 and the building was used for offices, before being put on 
the market in 2018. At the time of going to print it is currently still 
available for purchase.

Leafield House 25

“5th July 1906. View of a signpost behind 
an old drystone wall at the junction of 
King Lane (foreground) and Alwoodley 
Lane, pointing one way in the direction 
of Eccup and Arthington and the other, 
Chapeltown and Leeds. A milestone dated 
1764 points the way to “Leedes” 4 miles 
and Otley, 5 miles. The grade II listed 
milestone still exists (2017) though it has 
been resited slightly as the area has 
become built up and is now reset into a 
patch of soil on the pavement outside no. 
2 Alwoodley Lane.” 
—LEODIS.NET 
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